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August 2020 
 
 

PLMD Annual Meeting: SUNDAY, September 6th at the Coloma Park Pavilion 
 
Note the new date and location!  Given COVID-19 restrictions, we will hold our annual meeting outdoors at the Village of 
Coloma Park under the sheltered area.  The meeting will occur on Sunday, September 6th at 9 a.m. (Saturday has 
already been reserved by another lake group).   
 
For those planning to attend this meeting, please follow these guidelines: 
 

• Socially distance your seating with people who are not members of your family. 
• Although outdoors, everyone is asked to bring and wear a mask. If you do not bring a mask, PLMD board will 

provide you with one. 
• Please bring your own pen for voting. PLMD board will sanitize and provide pens for those who do not bring 

one, however, it would be helpful if you would bring your own.  
• If desired, bring your own beverage. Unlike previous meetings, coffee will not be served at this meeting. 

 
PLMD Board Nominations 
 
Three nominees have been identified for upcoming board seat vacancies for two open board seats, currently held 
by Tom Kunes and Francie Rowe.  Tom has decided not to accept a nomination for another term.  However, 
Francie has agreed to be nominated.  Tom’s position is for a PLMD member at large; Francie’s position is the 
PLMD resident position.  The board has received three nominations to date, including Francie Rowe.  Each 
nominee will be asked to provide a brief description of their interests and reason to join the board at the Annual 
meeting.  An abbreviated summary from 1 of the 2 nominees, Frances Sitkiewicz, is below.  Greg Domer’s was 
unavailable at the time of the newsletter printing.   
 
“I am interested in joining the PLMD Board because I have a desire in developing more of a connection to this place 
which has been a part of our family’s lives for many years.  I am interested in having greater involvement with the 
lake, land and residents.  I am concerned about preserving and protecting the quality of the Pleasant Lake 
environment.   I want to help the next generation of the Sitkiewicz family understand why our property on Pleasant 
Lake is special and that it is part of a larger community of nature and residents.  I am currently the Township 
Assessor in Riverside Township, Illinois.  I have expertise in appraisal of property for property tax purposes.  My 
experience is focused in urban/suburban properties.  I have been the Township Assessor for 10 ½ years and hold a 
bachelor’s degree in Finance from DePaul University in Chicago.”  (Fran Sitkiewicz) 
 
Member votes will take place at the Annual Meeting, Sunday, September 6th, of Labor Day weekend at the 
Village of Coloma park. 
 
This summer, Linda Walkup was appointed by the Board to serve out the term vacated by our Treasurer, Jon 
Walsh.  Jon resigned on June 6th to devote more time for his expanded responsibilities as VP Finance in his 
company. We thank Jon for his dedicated service to PLMD.  During his tenure on the Board, he completed the 
restructuring and improved organization of our financial statements, established fund accounting for the reserve 
accounts, and upgraded the accounting processes to electronically track and report the District’s financial 
transactions.  He skillfully presented our budgets and financial reports to PLMD members at many meetings and 
through the newsletter status reports.  The PLMD’s financial condition is strong for the future.  Jon thanked the 
Board for their skillful talent and said that it was an honor to serve the residents of the PLMD over the last 8 
years.  Jon has passed the torch to capable hands, Linda Walkup, and is assisting Linda in the transition of 
Treasurer duties as we prepare for the Annual Meeting.   
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Pleasant Lake has been a special place for Linda and her family for several decades.  She also has a 
financial/accounting background and participated over the past year as our non-Board representative, assisting 
Andrea Loppnow in conducting a review of PLMD’s finances and accounting system.  We welcome Linda to the 
PLMD Board of Commissioners as Treasurer. Two years remain on her appointment.       
 
 
Water Testing Postponed Until 2021 
 
After considering the interactions with a large number of residents and multiple handling of samples before delivery to the 
lab, PLMD is postponing the 4th year of well water testing until 2021, when we expect fewer restrictions on public 
activities. 
 
Once confirmation is received with the UW-Stevens Point water lab’s schedule for 2021, a notification will be included in 
an upcoming PLMD newsletter regarding the rescheduled testing date. 
 
As a reminder, the last area to be tested is the eastern shore of Pleasant Lake, both sides of 4th Ave. in Waushara and 
Marquette Counties. Also, parcels that were missed over the past three years would be able to be included in this round of 
testing. 
 
NOTE: If you suspect that your well may have been flooded (or the wellhead is under water) due to recent high lake 
water, consider contacting UW Stevens Point Water and Environmental Analysis Lab, at 715-346-3209 or send an email 
to Water.and.Environmental.Analysis.Lab@uwsp.edu to determine if a test is recommended or if you may need to cease 
well usage. 
 
Lake Levels, Shorelines, and Boating 
 
Pleasant Lake continues to experience higher-than-average water levels. Please practice courteous boating, being 
mindful of wakes and resulting wave motion.  Keep a generous distance from piers, floats and shorelines to help 
reduce wave action and impacts.  
 
If high water levels have left you with concern for your shoreline, there is a possible path to help.  The Wisconsin 
DNR sponsors a program that offers grants, advice and help to homeowners to restore and prevent further shoreline 
erosion or other problems.  This DNR grant program is part of the Healthy Lakes initiative, see: 
https://healthylakeswi.com.   
 
The program encourages and supports best practices for shoreline maintenance: fish sticks to foster aquatic 
habitats, native plantings to slow runoff, diversion of runoff to enhance filtration, rock infiltration beds to capture and 
clean runoff, and rain gardens.  Lake districts can apply for grant monies to support homeowners’ projects.  Grants 
provide up to $1,000 per Best Practice and up to $25,000 for a lake district applying on behalf of multiple property 
owners.  Healthy Lakes applications are due February 1st each year, and funding is determined by April. 
 
After reviewing the DNR website listed above, if you are interested, please contact a PLMD Board member or email 
Pleasantlakesecretary@gmail.com.   
 
 
Lake Level Work Group Status 
 

Member concerns regarding high lake water levels led to the development of a Lake Level Work Group. This Work 
Group is made up of PLMD members (property owners or a designated family representative, and trust and 
corporation representatives), with diverse perspectives to discuss, brainstorm, and develop recommendations to 
mitigate shoreline and property damage while maintaining a semblance of high-speed boating activities that have 
taken place on Pleasant Lake for decades. The Lake Level Work Group has met twice this summer to wrestle with 
the combined problem of boat traffic and potential shoreline and property damage on Pleasant Lake.  The result of 
their work is six recommendations that will be presented at the Annual Meeting, September 6th.   The Work Group 
recommendations are listed below. 
 

1. Maintain the USGS lake elevation monitoring gauge currently in place on the east lake shore.   
USGS data is collected daily and available to anyone via their on-line portal.  

mailto:Water.and.Environmental.Analysis.Lab@uwsp.edu
https://healthylakeswi.com/
mailto:Pleasantlakesecretary@gmail.com
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This action will not come without cost.  The Work Group recommends that the PLMD budget be amended to 
include the cost of maintaining the USGS gauge for five years.  https://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/sw  
 

2. Use the USGS data, not the OHWM, to guide decision making on lake level concerns. 
Over the past year the PLMD Board, the PLMD Lake Management Plan Committee, and now the Work 
Group have all tried to identify the correct Ordinary High Water Mark (OHWM) for Pleasant Lake.  What has 
been learned is that the OHWM is defined by each property and its vegetation’s relationship to the water 
level.   
 
In 1914, the Wisconsin Supreme Court defined the OHWM as “the point on the bank or shore up to which 
the presence and action of the water is so continuous as to leave a distinct mark either by erosion, 
destruction of terrestrial vegetation or other easily recognized characteristic.”  
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Waterways/general_info/ohwm.html  
 
In other words, each property has its own OHWM.  This is not a useful metric when making a decision that 
affects the entire lake.   
 
 

3. Limit the up loading of water to fill bladders by power boats  
 

The Work Group acknowledges that Wisconsin law prohibits PLMD or the Town of Coloma from setting boat 
size or horsepower limitations on Pleasant Lake.  Wisconsin law does not prevent limiting behavior, for 
example travel in only a counter-clockwise pattern between 11:00-3:00.  The Work Group recommends that 
our local town ordinance be amended to include that power boat operators my not “load” their boat bladders 
with Pleasant Lake water, nor may they bring water to Pleasant Lake from a distant water body in their 
bladders (the latter is already Wisconsin law).  

 
4. Update the north shore boat ramp signage – the Work Group felt redoing the signage at the north shore 

ramp to include boating etiquette as well as a reminder of Wisconsin Boating rules, and aquatic invasive 
species information would be helpful for drop-ins and lake residents alike.  Examples of points to include: 
 

• Slow No Wake rules are in place from 3:00 pm to 11:00am each day. 
• Only counter-clockwise, fast boat traffic is allowed between 11:00 am-3:00 pm.  
• Ski boats and skiers must keep 100 feet from rafts, piers, docks, swimmers, or restricted areas. 
• Personal watercraft must keep 200 feet from rafts, piers, docks, swimmers, or restricted areas. 
• A request that fisherman, kayakers, and canoers please stay out of the lake’s ski lane between 

11:00am-3:00pm 
• A recommendation that ski and tubing boats include a spotter.  This would include a note stating the 

Pleasant Lake is a high traffic lake and boat drivers should keep their eyes on the water in front of 
the boat. 

• A reminder that it is illegal to up load Pleasant Lake water into a power boat.  Fishing boats are 
exempt. 

• A statement noting that it is illegal in Wisconsin to launch a boat or move a trailer into the water if 
there are aquatic plants or zebra mussels attached.  This includes emptying bilge water, draining the 
lower unit of your motor, and emptying bait buckets of fish or plants bought from another lake or 
river.    

• A request to not power on or off trailers at the boat ramp.  This practice digs up the bottom and make 
it more difficult for others to use the boat ramp. 

 
5. Direct the PLMD to engage in a project to update the Shoreline Inventory initially completed by the 

Waushara County in 2011.  
  
Concern has been registered that the current high-water level in Pleasant Lake is causing property damage 
and shoreline erosion.  To get a better picture of the lake’s shoreline conditions an objective assessment of 
the environmental and physical characteristics of the shoreline seems to be in order and necessary to inform 
management decisions.   The Work Group recommends that the PLMD hire appropriate consultants to carry 
out this work.  In addition, the Work Group recommends that the project be combined with the current work 
of the Lake Management Committee’s review and up-date of the Pleasant Lake Management Plan.   

 

https://waterdata.usgs.gov/nwis/sw
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Waterways/general_info/ohwm.html


4 
 

6. Request the Town of Coloma increase water patrol hours on Pleasant Lake. 
 
It was noted by the Work Group that the state of Wisconsin already has a statue, 30.68(4) – Creating 
Hazardous Wake or Wash, that makes it against the law for the operator of a power boat to damage 
someone’s property.  A reading of the statute makes it obvious that 30.68(4) would be a difficult law to 
enforce, but it is a current active state statute.   
 
30.68  Prohibited operation. 
(2)  Negligent operation. No person may operate or use any boat, or manipulate any water skis, aquaplane 

or similar device upon the waters of this state in a careless, negligent or reckless manner so as to 
endanger that person's life, property or person or the life, property or person of another. 

(3) Operation by incapacitated person. No person in charge or control of a boat shall authorize or knowingly 
permit the boat to be operated by any person who by reason of physical or mental disability is incapable 
of operating such boat under the prevailing circumstances. 

(4) Creating hazardous wake or wash. 
(a) No person shall operate a motorboat so as to approach or pass another boat in such a manner as to 

create a hazardous wake or wash. 
(b) An operator of a motorboat is liable for any damage caused to the person or property of another by 

the wake or wash from such motorboat unless the negligence of such other person was the primary 
cause of the damage. 

 
30.68 (4)(b) will be a difficult law to enforce, boating too close to piers, rafts, and other boats along with 
generally reckless behavior are easily enforceable violations.  To this end, the Work Group would like to see 
more hours and more attention paid to boating violations on the lake that increase wave action, shoreline 
damage, and boating safety on the lake.   

 
 

Lake Management Plan Update  
 
Beginning in 2019, a membership committee met monthly to review and update the 2015 PLMD Lake Management 
Plan which monitors and governs our district’s goals, objectives and actions in three priority areas: Landscapes and 
the Lake, In-Lake Habitat and a Healthy Lake, and People of the Lake.  It is recommended that this plan be updated 
every 5 years, thus completion and approval in 2020 was the goal.  In 2014, a great deal of water quality, shoreline 
status, fish & plant biota, and membership use data was collected and funded through grants and our membership.   
 
PLMD has been afforded a great opportunity to incorporate the comprehensive data and survey results that are 
being collected through a Legislative-mandated Central Sands Lake Study (CSLS) which is concluding in 2021.  The 
committee requested a postponement of the Management Plan update until after the lake study results could be 
reviewed and incorporated in the revised PLMD Lake Management Plan.  The board has since notified our local 
municipalities of our intentions to postpone submission for approval until 2021. 
 
As part of the CSLS study, water level measuring equipment has been installed at Pleasant Lake by the United 
States Geological Survey (USGS).  This data is available online dating back to 2019.  The board believes that 
keeping this apparatus going and using it in combination with other lake study data is an important piece in PLMD’s 
ability to monitor and create effective lake management plans for the future.  We have embarked on applying for a 
lake grant to fund the continued operation of the USGS water level monitoring system.  
 
In addition, a separate membership committee began meeting this summer, the Lake Level Work Group, to 
specifically discuss the effects of higher water levels on lakeshore and boating and to propose viable solutions that 
could be brought to membership at large. 
   
Pleasant Lake is fortunate to have an active lake district with members willing to serve on these lake protection 
committees.  It is through collaborations like these that voices are heard, data is objectively reviewed, and actions 
that serve both Pleasant Lake and the PLMD membership is achieved.   
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Central Sands Lake Study Update 
 
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 
Central Sands Lakes Study Update  
July 2020 
 
The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources (DNR) and our study partners are continuing to analyze data and 
prepare for sharing our methodology, data, and tentative results as part of the Central Sands Lakes Study (CSLS). 
The following summarizes CSLS activities from January to June 2020.   
 
 
COVID-19 Update 
 
With the majority of field work completed prior to March 2020, the DNR and our partners have been able to work on 
the study and plan to meet legislative timelines required in Wisconsin Statute. The DNR will explore different ways 
to share information, keeping public safety in mind as the project continues.    
 
Monitoring  
 
The DNR and our partners are continuing to monitor water levels on each of the three study lakes as well as 
groundwater levels within our monitoring network in the Central Sands Region and will do so through June 2021.  
See the infographic below on the amount of data collected to inform the Central Sands model domain as part of this 
study.     
 
Central Sands Geology  
 
The Wisconsin Geology and Natural History Survey (WGNHS) has completed characterizing the subsurface 
geology and hydrostratigraphy of the area based on compiled data. The WGNHS will deliver a report to the DNR 
that will provide input for the models and aid in writing the decision document for this project.   
 
Modeling  
 
Modelers at USGS and DNR spent the first half of 2020 building and calibrating a regional groundwater flow model 
that will be used to support the site-specific assessments of the lakes. The modelers are currently refining and 
recalibrating the groundwater flow model in the areas of interest (the three study lakes) to ensure the model can 
accurately simulate fine-scale dynamics around the lakes and replicate the data we have available in the study area.  
 
Lake characterization 
 
DNR biologists are identifying the physical, chemical and biological characteristics of the lakes and creating the 
methodology to define significant impacts to lake levels based on monitoring and lake surveys conducted the past 
few years.   
 
Outreach  
 
By request, DNR staff provided an update on the CSLS at the American Public Works Association conference in 
November 2019.  The DNR provided an update at the Wisconsin Potato and Vegetable Growers Association’s 
(WPVGA) February 2020 Grower Education Conference, as well as a WPVGA Water Task Force meeting in March 
2020. Late this summer, the DNR will provide the public with a series of recorded presentations to explain the 
context of the overall study, and methodologies conducted for geology, modeling and the lake resource evaluations.   
 
For more information regarding the status of the CSLS or to request a presentation, contact project manager, Jeff 
Helmuth at (608)-266-5234.  
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Financial Summary and 2021 Proposed Budget  
Below are the July 31, 2020 Financials for the PLMD and proposed 2021 budget. 
 
Balance Sheet as of 7/31/20: 
$201,038 Cash, Checking and Reserve 
$354,549 PLMD105 Loan Principal balance 
 
Revenue and Expenses for 7/31/20 and YTD 
7/31/20: 
$837.00 Tax payment received 
$23.19 Interest LGIP rate of 0.14% 
$860.19 Total Revenue July 
No expenses posted for July 2020 
 
Expenses appearing on statements for Aug 2020: 
($100) room rental paid in August 2020 
($1,350) GL and D&O insurance paid in August 2020 
 
7 months YTD 2020: 
$57,591.00 Current and Prior Year Special Tax Assessments 
$     756.79 Interest Income 
$  4,000.00 PLMD105 rental income 
$62,347.79 YTD Revenue      
 
($29,138.52) PLMD105 LT Debt Service Expenditures (P & I) 
($     207.68) Mailing, copy Expense 
($     250.00) Lake Assoc Dues/donations 
($       76.00) PO Box USPS Fee 
($      224.70) Drop Box/web fees 
($        10.00) County Tax Roll Fee 
($      100.00) Meeting Room Rental 
($   1,845.00) GL and D&O insurance renewal 
($ 31,851.90) Total Reserve Expenditures & Operating Expense 
 
Given financial uncertainty for many, and a low level of activity anticipated on legal challenges for lake protection, 
the proposed 2021 PLMD Budget will include an assessment reduction from $279 to $188/parcel.  $49 will be 
presented on the ballot for a vote; $139 was previously approved for PLMD 105 in 2017. 
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Wisconsin Water Court Cases in Progress 
 
There are no new updates regarding our contesting the Richfield Dairy permit renewal.  It remains dependent on a 
case which is in the hands of the Wisconsin Supreme Court.  
 
  
PLMD 105 and Ice Age Trail Update  
 
PLMD is currently engaged with both the Ice Age Trail Alliance and the US Fish & Wildlife Federation to turn the 
PLMD 105 property into a prairie that will support Karner Blue Butterflies, native prairie plants, and other wildlife, 
along with a hiking trail that would become part of Wisconsin’s Ice Age Trail System.   
 
The Ice Age Trail Alliance is interested in the southern half of the parcel to extend the Chaffee Creek Segment of 
the Ice Age Trail to the west.  The Chaffee Creek Segment begins at I-39 and currently goes to the east up to 
Wedde Creek.  To take the trail west, the plan is to traverse the DNR land surrounding Chaffee Creek and then 
head to the PLMD 105.  This will require a path through either the Sitkiewicz or Irish properties or both (a shared 
corridor).   The PLMD has been working with both families to find a workable connection from PLMD 105 to the 
proposed trail.   
 
Additional work with Brendan Woodall, US Fish & Wildlife, has involved Brendan including the PLMD 105 in a U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service Great Lake Restoration Initiative grant request.  Total project cost would be $57,750. Of 
that, the grant would contribute $31,750 to restore the land to prairie. Brendan has a match of $16,000 from other 
partners and would need $10,000 from the PLMD to complete the project.   
 
What we need to take advantage of the Ice Age Trail Alliance interest and the US Fish & Wildlife grant is access to 
the PLMD 105 property from the south or east.  Our current challenge is to make that possible. 
 
 
PLMD 105 Project Timeline 
 

1. Obtain access to the PLMD 105 property from the south or east. 
2. Stewardship Grant funds grant award to the Ice Age Trail Alliance to purchase of the southern 48 acres of the 

PLMD 105.  This grant application has been made. 
3. Great Lake Restoration Initiative grant from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for $31,750 to restore the land to 

prairie is awarded.  This grant application has been made.  If funds are awarded, they will not be available until 
summer 2022; the field can be planted the field fall/winter of 2022. 

4. PLMD contributes $10,000.00 to the prairie restoration project (PLMD currently has funds escrowed for this 
project in our Land Stewardship account). 

5. Sell the remaining 57 acres.  Brandon Woodall has an interested party that would like to keep the entire parcel 
as prairie. 

 
 
 

PLMD Emailed Communications 
 
Have you shared your email address with the PLMD secretary yet?  If yes, did you provide an email address that is 
no longer valid or is associated with a workplace where you are no longer employed and the address is therefore 
outdated?  Please provide your updated or new email addresses to Pleasantlakesecretary@gmail.com to receive 
timely updates, in addition to the newsletters.  
 
Use of Dumpsters in Coloma Village Park 
 
Members of Coloma village management have noted excessive and incorrect mixing of garbage with recycling in the 
dumpsters in the village park, creating challenges.  Village management plans to soon place locks on the dumpsters 
as a result.  Please note that the dumpsters are only to be used by people using the park.  If you are seeking other 
avenues for waste removal, please contact Pleasantlakesecretary@gmail.com for an available resource.  
 

mailto:Pleasantlakesecretary@gmail.com
mailto:Pleasantlakesecretary@gmail.com
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Pleasant Lake Management District (PLMD) 
Agenda – Annual Meeting 

Sunday September 6, 2020, 9:00 A.M. 
Outdoors at Coloma Village Park Pavilion—Coloma WI 

 
  

8:30 – 9:00 a.m. Check-in to obtain Ballots 
 

 We ask that each attendee please bring a personal mask for pandemic safety and a pen for ballot 
voting.  At the meeting we will ask everyone to maintain recommended spacing when registering for 

ballots and during the business meeting. 
 
Business Meeting 
 
Welcome, Review Agenda, Introductions and Announcements; Welcome New Residents, Review Voting 

Procedures 

Secretary’s Report— [Action Item] 

Approval of Minutes of August 31, 2019 Annual Meeting 

Treasurer’s Report— [Action Items] 

Year-to-Date Reserve and Checking Account Balances 

Year-To-Date Revenue and Expenses 

New Business 
            Open Nominations for Two Directors positions for 3-year term (Ballot Vote)   

Presentation and Discussion—Annual Budget 2021 (Ballot Vote) 

Status Report from Water Level Working Group (Ballot Vote) 

Water Quality & Lake Protection: Lake Management Plan Grant Application (Ballot Vote) 

 

CALL FOR BALLOTS (and two volunteers to assist in counting) 
Old Business 

Update on Legal Challenges—Richfield Dairy and Hi-Cap Wells 

Update on Land Stewardship Workgroup planning for PLMD 105  

Well Water Testing—Phase 4—New schedule for completion in 2021  

 
ANNOUNCE BALLOT RESULTS 

Period of Public Comment [2 minutes each/max. 10 minutes] 
 
Adjourn 

 
Board Organizational Meeting Immediately Follows Annual Meeting 

 
Reminders—Special Meeting May 29, 2021 

Pleasant Lake Management District P O Box 230 Coloma WI 54930 
Email: pleasantlakesecretary@gmail.com   Webpage: www.mypleasantlake.org  

Like us on Facebook  Pleasant Lake Management District 

http://mypleasantlake.org/Pleasant_ShortTerm_EWMControlPlan_April10_v3%5b1%5d.pdf
mailto:pleasantlakesecretary@gmail.com
http://www.mypleasantlake.org/
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=facebook+image&view=detailv2&&id=2C19F7171735E84A5DAC4DD01CEBC1D4DD1B2E59&selectedIndex=5&ccid=JsCMbRBg&simid=607995360945833244&thid=OIP.M26c08c6d10606409b98ce0da3c71a4b8H0
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PLMD Board of Commissioners 2019-2020 

Tom Kunes, Chair 
Francie Rowe, Vice-Chair, Grant Coordinator & Aquatic Plant Mgmt. 
Jon Walsh and Linda Walkup, Treasurers 
Emily Hein, Secretary & Web Master 
Andrea Loppnow, Board Member at Large 
Bud Palazzolo, Town of Coloma Representative 
Randy Loehrke, Waushara County Representative 
 
Web page:  http://www.mypleasantlake.org 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/mypleasantlake 
email: Pleasantlakesecretary@gmail.com  
 
 

    
 
 
 

Pleasant Lake Management District     
P.O. Box 230 
Coloma, Wisconsin 54930 

PLMD Annual Meeting: Sunday, Sept. 6th, 2020 at 9:00 am – Coloma Village Park Pavilion 
PLMD Special Meeting – Saturday, May 29th, 2021 

http://www.mypleasantlake.org/
http://www.facebook.com/mypleasantlake
mailto:Pleasantlakesecretary@gmail.com
mailto:directors@mypleasantlake.org

