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May 24th PLMD Meeting Canceled 
March 29th marked the beginning of spring at Pleasant Lake as the ice broke up and disappeared.  The departure of ice 
would normally cause many of us to look ahead to a PLMD meeting the Saturday of Memorial Day weekend; however, 
this year is unique.  Given COVID-19 restrictions, the May meeting has been cancelled.  The board has tentatively 
rescheduled the meeting to Saturday, July 11th.  We’ll continue to monitor feasibility of having a meeting in July and will 
keep the membership apprised.  
 
August PLMD Annual Meeting - 2019 
The PLMD held its Annual Meeting August 31, 2019 at 9:00 a.m. in the Anna Follett Community Center in Coloma.   
Approximately 40 people were in attendance. 
 
Treasurer Jon Walsh presented the proposed 2020 budget.  The membership was asked to vote upon $142.20 for the 
budget.  $136.80 remained part of the Debt Service Fund for the PLMD 105 which was passed in 2017.  $279 was 
proposed as the total taxed amount.  The proposed 2020 budget and assessment of $142.20 were both unanimously 
approved. 

 
Photo courtesy of Francie Rowe, March 30,2020 
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2020 Sailing on Pleasant Lake   
Whether you are new to sailing or experienced, join fellow sailors each summer 
weekend on Pleasant Lake for some sailing fun.  There will be an organizational 
meeting Saturday, June 6th at 2-2:30 at the public beach shelter house at the 
public beach/park on the northeast corner of the lake.   
 
If you have questions about Pleasant Lake sailing, please contact Fred Erickson at 
715-498-7719.  Race dates will be determined at the June meeting.  
  
 
 
Lake Levels, Shorelines, and Boating 
Pleasant Lake continues to experience higher-than-average water levels. Please practice courteous boating, being 
mindful of wakes and resulting wave motion.  Keep a generous distance from piers, floats and shorelines to help 
reduce wave action and impacts.  
 
If high water levels have left you with concern for your shoreline, there is a path to help.  The Wisconsin DNR 
sponsors a program that offers grants, advice and help to homeowners to restore and prevent further shoreline 
erosion or other problems.  This DNR grant program is part of the Healthy Lakes initiative, see: 
https://healthylakeswi.com.   
 
The program encourages and supports best practices for shoreline maintenance: fish sticks to foster aquatic 
habitats, native plantings to slow runoff, diversion of runoff to enhance filtration, rock infiltration beds to capture and 
clean runoff, and rain gardens.  Lake districts can apply for grant monies to support homeowners’ projects.  Grants 
provide up to $1,000 per Best Practice and up to $25,000 for a lake district applying on behalf of multiple property 
owners.  Healthy Lakes applications are due February 1st each year, and funding is determined by April. 
 
If you are interested, please contact a PLMD Board member or email Pleasantlakesecretary@gmail.com.   
 
 
PLMD Board Nominations 
Nominations continue to be accepted for two open board seats, currently held by Tom Kunes and Francie 
Rowe.  Tom has decided not to accept a nomination for another term.  However, Francie has agreed to be 
nominated.  Tom’s position is for a PLMD member at large; Francie’s position is the PLMD resident position.  The 
board has received three nominations to date.  If you are interested or know someone who is interested in joining 
the PLMD Board, we want to know!  Please submit your nominations to Pleasantlakesecretary@gmail.com or 
bring them to the July 11th meeting, if it is held.  Each nominee will be asked to provide a brief description of their 
interests and reason to join the board.  Member votes will take place at the Annual Meeting, Saturday, 
September 5th, of Labor Day weekend. 
 
 
Want Your Voice Heard?   
The following committees are open for additional volunteers.  All are encouraged to participate!  If you are interested 
in sharing ideas or proposing solutions, please contact Pleasantlakesecretary@gmail.com to connect with the chairs 
of each committee. 
 

• PLMD 105 Workgroup 
• Lake Management Plan Review/Update workgroup 
• Fish Committee  
• Clean Boats Clean Waters 

 
  

https://healthylakeswi.com/
mailto:Pleasantlakesecretary@gmail.com
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Financial Summary and 2021 Proposed Budget  
Highlights through April 30th, 2020 were as follows: 
 
Balance Sheet: 
$201,737  Cash and reserves 
 
Income Statement for April: 
$4,000  Loveland Farms rent 
$   675  Collection of 2015 taxes on 3 parcels for $450 plus $225 interest 
$     79  Interest income at .51% on LGIP 
$4,754  Total revenue 
 
Income Statement: 

• Receipts: 
o $56,079.00      Tax assessments collected 
o      $599.79      Interest income 
o $56,678.79      Total receipts 

• Disbursements: 
o $29,138.52       PLMD105 Debt service payment 
o      $529.48       Admin expenses, including Dropbox, dues and copy expenses 
o $29,668.00      Total Disbursements 

o $27,010.79      Net Revenue over Disbursements 

Given financial uncertainty for many, and a low level of activity anticipated on legal challenges for lake protection, the 
proposed 2021 PLMD Budget will include an assessment reduction from $279 to $188/parcel.  $49 will be presented 
on the ballot for a vote; $139 was previously approved for PLMD 105 in 2017. 
 
 
Wisconsin Water Court Cases in Progress 
There are no new updates regarding our contesting the Richfield Dairy permit renewal.  It remains dependent on a 
case which is in the hands of the Wisconsin Supreme Court.  
 
 
Kaul Withdraws Schimel’s Guidance on High-Capacity Well Permits 
May 1, 2020 Attorney General Josh Kaul withdrew a flawed 2016 Opinion from his predecessor AG Schimel which 
addressed high capacity well permitting.  Kaul stated in his opinion that the DNR has broad authority and a general 
duty to manage, protect and maintain waters of the state.    
 
Kaul’s withdrawal of Schimel’s opinion is important to PLMD members because PLMD is an active participant in the 
high capacity well case led by Clean Wisconsin, currently before the Wisconsin Supreme Court contesting Schimel’s 
opinion.  PLMD’s part of the case is the Frozene high capacity well, southwest of Pleasant Lake, one of the permits 
that is being contested in the case. AG Kaul’s action can be viewed as a strong win for PLMD efforts to assist Clean 
Wisconsin in its work to restore the review of cumulative impact on water resources from high capacity wells. Work 
that PLMD laid as the groundwork for the Richfield Dairy case.  However, the issue is not yet put to rest. In the next 
few months, the Wisconsin Supreme Court is expected to make its decision on DNR’s legal authority to consider 
cumulative effects in decisions on permitting new wells. Kaul’s withdrawal of Schimel’s Opinion should strengthen 
PLMD’s and Clean Wisconsin’s argument to the Court.  
 

Kaul’s letter can be found at:  https://www.doj.state.wi.us/sites/default/files/news-
media/5.1.20_High_Cap_Wells_Letter.pdf  
 
  

https://www.doj.state.wi.us/sites/default/files/news-media/5.1.20_High_Cap_Wells_Letter.pdf
https://www.doj.state.wi.us/sites/default/files/news-media/5.1.20_High_Cap_Wells_Letter.pdf
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Coming Soon! Central Sands Lakes Study Survey 
The Central Sands Lakes Study team wants to hear from Pleasant Lake property owners.  The team plans to initiate 
a survey in early June to help them evaluate how residents are using the lake and how those uses might be affected 
by lake level variation.  Because this survey is affiliated with the Central Sands Lake Study team and overall welfare 
of Pleasant Lake, the PLMD board looks to share its members’ email addresses solely for distribution of this survey.  
Responses from this survey will also benefit our Lake Management Plan, currently under its scheduled review and 
refresh.  Members who do not wish to participate in the survey may simply disregard the survey invitation.  
 
  
PLMD 105 and Ice Age Trail Update  
PLMD is currently engaged with both the Ice Age Trail Alliance and the US Fish & Wildlife Federation in negotiations 
to turn the PLMD 105 property into a prairie that will support Karner Blue Butterflies, native prairie plants, and other 
wildlife, along with a hiking trail that would become part of Wisconsin’s Ice Age Trail system.   
 
Work this spring with Brendan Woodall, US Fish & Wildlife, has involved Brendan including the PLMD 105 in a U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service grant request that would give PLMD $31,750 to restore the land to prairie. He has a match 
of $16,000 from other partners and would need $10,000 from the PLMD. Total project cost for the 105 acres would 
be $57,750.  What we don’t have to take advantage of this offer is access to the property from the south or east.  
Our current challenge is to make that possible. 
 
The Ice Age Trail Alliance continues to be interested in the southern portion of the parcel, but they need the eastern 
or southern access to be able to site the trail and then receive funding.   
 
 
Seeking Garbage and Recycling Services? 
With enough interest from Pleasant Lake residents, Adams County Solid Waste and Recycling is willing to begin 
garbage and recycling services around the lake.  While they are not taking on new, individual customers, a large 
group of residents will generate business justification to begin services.  Below are details of prospective service: 
 

o Service can be supplied year-round or only seasonally, roughly from May – October.   
o Cost is $40/month. 
o Service must include both garbage and recycling.  Garbage would be picked up weekly, recycling monthly. 
o One garbage and one recycling cart will be provided as part of the overall cost.  Each are 95-gallons in size. 

Residents may request two recycling carts, but only one garbage cart is permitted. 
o Monthly invoicing is performed through email only. 

 
If you are interested, please email Pleasantlakesecretary@gmail.com by May 31st.  Include your name and address 
on Pleasant Lake.  The secretary will be collecting details of interested parties with hopes of generating services for 
those seeking them.   
 

 
 
 

New Local Hardware Store 
While we were saddened to see the hardware store recently close in downtown Coloma, a new one has opened.  
Members are encouraged to visit Coloma Lumber and Hardware, located approximately 2 miles east of Coloma on 
highway 21.  
 

 
 
PLMD Emailed Communications 
Have you shared your email address with the PLMD secretary yet?  If yes, did you provide an email address that is 
no longer valid or is associated with a workplace where you are no longer employed and the address is therefore 
outdated?  Please provide your updated or new email addresses to Pleasantlakesecretary@gmail.com to receive 
timely updates, in addition to the newsletters.  
  

mailto:Pleasantlakesecretary@gmail.com
mailto:Pleasantlakesecretary@gmail.com
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Fourth Annual Private Well Water Testing Program 
       to be Conducted over Labor Day weekend, 2020 

 
We’re making our way around the lake, and this year the testing area includes the parcels on the WEST of the lake. 
See map below; all private wells located on both sides of 4th Avenue are in this year’s testing program*. (This 
includes parcels in Marquette and Waushara Counties on 4th Road to Patton Place and 4th Avenue to parcels north 
of Czech Drive within the PLMD boundary.) 
 
BOTTLE RESERVATION: You MUST reserve a sample bottle by contacting Jean MacCubbin BEFORE August 
12th: Phone:   608.836.4863  Email: Citizenjean2@gmail.com 
 
BOTTLE PICK UP: You may pick up a reserved sample bottle on Saturday Sept. 5th at EITHER the PLMD 
Annual Meeting (9:00 am) or at the Town Swim Beach (north shore) from 1:00-3:00 pm.  
 
SAMPLE DROP OFF: DROP OFF IS SCHEDULED FOR MONDAY, SEPT. 7TH, ONLY LABOR DAY AT THE 
TOWN SWIM BEACH FROM 11:00 AM UNTIL 1:00 PM. WE ENCOURAGE YOU TO TAKE YOUR SAMPLE AS 
CLOSE TO THE DROP OFF TIME AS POSSIBLE AND KEEP IT ON ICE, NOT FROZEN. Samples must be taken 
LESS THAN 24 HOURS before PLMD drops off all the samples at the lab in Stevens Point (Tues. morning on Sept. 
8th).  
 
TESTS, PAYMENT AND PAPERWORK: Consistent with the DNR approved Lake Management Plan, PLMD has 
coordinated private well testing for the Homeowner’s Package. This is the 4th year PLMD has facilitated private well 
water testing for homeowners. This test includes testing for eight (8) parameters:   

1. Total Coliform Bacteria 2.  Nitrate plus Nitrite-Nitrogen 3.  pH 4.  Alkalinity 5.  Hardness   
6.  Chloride 7.  Conductivity and 8.  Corrosivity Index 

 
(If you desire additional testing, you should contact the lab at UW-Stevens Point on your own as PLMD will not be 
responsible for special handling for any additional tests.) 
 
One sample cost is $55.00. PLEASE BRING YOUR CHECK PAYABLE TO PLMD WHEN YOU DROP OFF 
YOUR SAMPLE IN SEPTEMBER. (At this writing, the cost is listed was unchanged from 2019.) 

 
 
 
 
*If you missed testing undertaken in prior years, contact Jean to be included in this year’s program. 
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PLMD Board of Commissioners 2019-2020 

Tom Kunes, Chair 
Francie Rowe, Vice-Chair, Grant Coordinator & Aquatic Plant Mgmt. 
Jon Walsh, Treasurer  
Emily Hein, Secretary & Web Master 
Andrea Loppnow, Board Member at Large 
Bud Palazzolo, Town of Coloma Representative 
Randy Loehrke, Waushara County Representative 
 
Web page:  http://www.mypleasantlake.org 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/mypleasantlake 
email: Pleasantlakesecretary@gmail.com  
 
 

    
 
 

Pleasant Lake Management District     
P.O. Box 230 
Coloma, Wisconsin 54930 

PLMD Special Meeting – Tentatively Rescheduled: Saturday, July 11th, 2020 at 9:00 am 
PLMD Annual Meeting: Saturday, September 5, 2020 at 9:00 am 

http://www.mypleasantlake.org/
http://www.facebook.com/mypleasantlake
mailto:Pleasantlakesecretary@gmail.com
mailto:directors@mypleasantlake.org

