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Pleasant Lake Management District (PLMD) 
Minutes – Special Meeting 

Saturday, May 25, 2018 at 9:00 – 11:00 A.M. 
Anna Follett Community Center—Coloma, WI 

 
Board Members present: Tom Kunes, Francie Rowe, Jon Walsh, Andrea Loppnow, Bud Palazzolo, Enrique Soria, Emily 
Hein 
 
 
9:00 a.m. Business Meeting 
Welcome, Review Agenda, Introductions and Announcements; Welcome New Residents 
Approximately 55 people were in attendance.  The meeting began at 9:03 a.m. 

All board members introduced themselves. 

New residents were also asked to introduce themselves.  Those names that could be noted were: 

• Dan and Barb Riva  

• Paula Montgomery 

• Jenny and Mike Thierrmann 

 

The following Pleasant Lake members were noted as having passed away since the last meeting: 

• Ron Giles, husband to Rita Giles, north shore 
• Donna Hanaman, wife to Duane and mother to Dana Hanaman, north shore 
 

 
Secretary’s Report—Approval of Minutes of Annual Meeting, Sept. 1, 2018 [ACTION ITEM] 
A motion was made to approve the minutes of the Annual Meeting on September 1st, 2018 (Al Seeger/Bill Weaver).  The 
motion passed unanimously.    
 
Hein noted that she has established a Pleasant Lake Mgmt. District Nextdoor account to better communicate with all 
members who choose to join.  This new platform will better enable sharing of information or recommendations.  Hein to 
send out invitations to all who have provided email addresses in the next week.  Participation is optional, but encouraged. 
 
Treasurer’s Report—  

Year-To-Date Expenses and Income, Account Balances [ACTION ITEM] 

Presentation of Draft 2020 Budget [VOTE TAKEN AT ANNUAL MEETING] 

 
Highlights for 2019 YTD were:   

• Receipts were Unfavorable to Budget by $3,695, which as driven primarily by: 
o Delinquent uncollected taxes of $4,743, offset by favorable interest income of $853.  We expect to 

eventually collect all past-due taxes over time. 
• Expenses were Favorable to Budget by $7,273 

o Operating - Favorable by $3,332 due to timing - only 5 months into the calendar year. 
o Reserve Funds - Favorable by $3,941:  Legal & specialist professional fees are over budget by $9,385 

due to CCH defense this year, offset by all other fund spending below plan. 
• All Reserve Fund balances remain positive YTD 

o Total cash and reserve funds available were $197,520 as of 4/30/19 
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Proposed 2020 Budget:   

• No change to the assessment = $279/parcel 
o Same reserve budget 
o Same operating expense budget 
o Same Debt Service on PLMD 105 land 

The budget will be presented at the Annual meeting August 31st and put up for a vote. 
 
A motion was made to accept the Treasurer’s Report (Jean MacCubbin/Linda Duneske).  The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
 
Open Nominations for One 3-year Term on Board of Commissioners 
There are open seats for the Treasurer and Secretary roles.  Hein outlined the work that is needed for Secretary role.  The 
Duldes graciously offered to assist with web service and social media work.   
 
 
High Lake Level (added as adhoc agenda item given membership request) 
Kunes spoke to the current high lake levels.  It may be the highest it has been in roughly 25 years.  The Board has 
received numerous comments and questions about the lake levels and whether a Slow / No-Wake restriction could be 
applied to reduce flooding and mitigate shoreline erosion.  It has been implemented at Silver, Wood and Gilbert Lakes.  
No emergency order can be invoked today – the process is very lengthy, state statutes (Chapter 30.77) dictate a process 
and both Town of Coloma and Township of Springfield must also approve.  It typically takes 120 days to implement.  
Kunes noted the following options:  
 

1. Do nothing 
2. Request voluntary Slow / No-Wake this weekend 
3. Proceed with an emergency action (would take a few days or week; Silver Lake is implementing the same) 

 
We can post signs and ask for cooperation, email the membership of this request.  
 
Members shared their perspectives, including:  
 

o Andy Becker noted the water hasn’t been this high since the 80s and 90s.  If it rises above a high water level 
we’ve never seen, then he suggests we move forward with an emergency order, but not yet.  He agrees with the 
voluntary Slow-No-Wake condition.   

o Karen Bodouski noted that although water was this high or higher in the mid-90s, there are more and larger boats 
on the lake than in the past, creating greater wave action and damage to property. 

o Linda Duneske reported the south shore condo property flooding.  She also noted a concern of grass fertilizer 
flowing into the lake when high water washes up onto property.   

o Francie Rowe agreed with Becker that we have not yet hit the high-water mark. 
o Lori Ling suggested using data to make an informed decision.  
o David Rowe mentioned delivery of sediment into the lake, and that more and more hardening of the shoreline 

becomes bad for the biology for the lake.  Soft vegetation helps the lake, but doesn’t absorb motion from the 
waves.  A lot of shorelines are a mix of soft and armored.  

o Jean MacCubbin noted that while signage would be posted for a Slow-No-Wake, communicating with neighbors 
would also be needed. 

o Another member noted that because the PLMD’s core role is to protect the lake, this action is recommended. 
o A water level may be set to determine how long the Slow-No-Wake rule would be in effect.   
o Kunes recommended we immediately post a voluntary Slow-No-Wake status.  Then, begin discussion with 

Coloma Township to set an emergency Slow-No-Wake, based upon further research.   
o RE: using sandbags, Francie Rowe noted people should not bring sand from near other lakes due to the risk of 

introducing new invasive species to Pleasant Lake.  
o It was recommended that “Property Flooding emergency” be noted on the signs. 
 
Kunes made a motion to immediately put a voluntary Slow-No-Wake request to anyone using the lake, Secondly, to 
begin working with the Township to enable a resolution under Chapter 323 where the town would authorize the PLMD 
Board to implement an emergency Slow-No-Wake which will be revaluated by June 23rd, based upon water level.  At 
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that point, we may go back to the Township to extend the Emergency in place (chapter 323) water level dependent, 
based upon protection of the lake, and to be reviewed by June 23rd.  (Tom Kunes/Linda Duneske).  The motion 
passed with majority, 1 opposed. 
 
It was noted that the water level is up two feet since last August 2018.     

 
  
Central Sands Groundwater Study, Wisc. Geological and Natural History Survey—Jeff Helmuth  
Jeff Helmuth noted the history of Wisconsin Act 10 enabling the Central Sands Lakes study. Helmuth stated that Hi-Cap 
wells have impacted this area of the state.  The team is tasked with evaluating and modeling the hydrology to determine 
whether well pumping has an impact.  All 3 lakes in the study are among the most variable lakes in the central sands 
area. To date on Pleasant Lake, gauges have been installed, drill rigs are being used to do geo physical work to feed into 
the model to predict outcomes from precipitation and pumping.  Data set goes back to 2011 when they first started getting 
reliable Hi-Cap well information.  The team is looking at fish, habitat, plants, bugs, water chemistry.  They are almost half 
way through the study.  Much data collection has occurred to date.  From model, they’ll look to predict impacts to lake 
levels when a specific amount of water is pumped from specific wells, etc.  If these predictions occur, they’ll need to work 
on mitigation measures via informational studies and legislation. 
 
 
Old Business 
Update on Land Stewardship planning for PLMD 105:  
 
Francie Rowe gave current status of property and seeks others to be part of the Work Group, if interested. The next Ice 
Age Trail Alliance grant opportunity deadline is August 1st but we must first procure access on the South end of the 
property, which is the current restriction. Rowe noted it has been challenging to get in touch with one property owner, the 
other is concerned about the easement potentially affecting future use or sale of the property.  
 
 
Update on legal challenges for Richfield dairy 
The Richfield WIPDES permit is up for renewal.  A Contested Case Hearing (CCH) has been enacted because PLMD 
states they must include an animal unit allowance and other permit conditions.  Kinnard Farms in Kewaunee had similar 
situation and has moved to Supreme Court Case. In last month, the Administrative Law Judgel has ruled on a motion that 
said the DNR does have the authority and must apply an animal unit and they have violated Judge Boldt’s ruling on this in 
2013.  The CCH has been set for July.  PLMD Board is collecting expert witnesses.   
 
PLMD also seeks to have monitoring wells be put into place.  If our case is lost in court, we can consider working with the 
Township of Coloma to install these wells.  The Town of Rome and Saratoga already have this in place.  Richfield Dairy 
may also request an alternate concentration limit (ACL).  The PLMD is opposed to this, given current polluted water above 
the allowed 10 mg threshold. 
 
PLMD has also made an open records request to review the Burr Oaks case where an ACL was rejected.  
 
 
Home owner well testing has been performed around the lake.  2 of 49 wells had nitrates levels higher than 10 mg.  
Another well sample was done between Highway 21 and CC.  Of the 17 wells, half were over the minimum level.  Given 
the flow direction, Pleasant Lake would be at risk as well.  PLMD 105 provides a buffer zone..   
 
Walsh recognized Kunes and Francie Rowe as excellent resources and effort/knowledge going into this work.  
 
 
Financials Review 
As presented by Loppnow, as part of the state statutes, the PLMD must perform a review of financials annually.  The 
board has identified someone with a financial background to assist.  Loppnow and this resource will meet this weekend 
and during the summer months to review PLMD’s financial accounting records via guidelines that have been established.   
 
Lake Management Plan update process 
The Pleasant Lake Management Plan was completed in 2015.  Our goal is to review and refresh it by 2020.  Loppnow 
noted that we need to add the PLMD 105 and lake level data.  Loppnow requested people to be part of this plan review.  
The Plan must then be reviewed with the Township and Counties.   
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New Business 
             Third Round of Well Water Testing, Water Quality -- Program Overview and Logistics* 
 
Jean MacCubbin reviewed the process: on Labor Day weekend, members may pick up bottles at the Annual Meeting (or 
make alternate arrangements), then return water samples on Monday, Labor Day, to take to Stevens Point lab.  Prices are 
now at $52/each.  It was noted that if members wish to test their water but are not in the Southeast corner, they may do 
so.  Anyone who wishes to be part of the testing should contact MacCubbin to reserve a bottle for testing. 
 
 
Town of Coloma Report 
Per Palazzolo, a contribution of $200 from the Coloma Lions is coming to PLMD.  Palazzolo will also work with the 
Township board on the upcoming Slow-No-Wake resolution. 
 
 
County Report 
None. 
 

 
Clean Boats Clean Waters; Fish Committee; Lake Groups and Associations; CSWAC; Other Groups 

 
CBCW is in significant need of participation.  Members were encouraged to sign up to volunteer a few hours a month. 
Craig Hutson seeks training to participate. 

 
Fish Committee: 
CT Ling discussed changing the fishing “slots” to allow taking Norther Pike at smaller sizes.  Because Pike consume 
smaller fish, such as Bluegills, the Committee seeks to permit taking more Pike at smaller sizes to preserve more 
Bluegills.  Historical point: In the 1950s, the largest Northern Pike recorded in the state was from Pleasant Lake.   
 
 
Adjourn 
 
A motion was made to adjourn at 11:05 p.m. (Jon Walsh/Lori Ling).  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Emily Hein, PLMD Secretary 
 
 
 

Reminder — The Annual Meeting is Scheduled for Saturday, August 31st at 9:00 a.m. in Coloma at the  
Anna Follett Center. 


