
 

Pleasant Lake Management District (PLMD) 
Special Meeting Minutes 

Saturday, May 29, 2021, 9:00 A.M. 
Anna Follett Community Center—Coloma WI 

 
Board members present: Loppnow, Sitkiewicz, Walkup, Palazzolo, Hein. Loehrke was absent. 
 
The meeting was called to order by Loppnow at 9:01 a.m.  Roughly 30 people were in attendance by end of meeting. 
 
 
9:00 a.m. Business Meeting 
Welcome, Review Agenda, Introductions and Announcements; Welcome New Residents 
 

• No new people were noted as present.  
• A member of the Schirmer family noted her uncle and father both passed away last year, having come to 

Pleasant Lake since the 1930s.  
 
Secretary’s Report—Approval of Minutes of Annual Meeting, Sept. 6th, 2020 [ACTION ITEM] 

• A motion was made to accept the Meeting Minutes from the Annual meeting (Craig Hutson/Steve Halvorsen). 
 
Treasurer’s Report— 
 Year-to-Date Expenses and Income, Account Balances [ACTION ITEM] 
 Presentation of Draft 2022 Budget [VOTE TAKEN AT ANNUAL MEETING] 
 

 
• Walkup provided current financial details.   

 
Balance Sheet: 
$215,527 Cash and Reserves balances 
$327,274 Net Assets 
 $51,562 Special Assessments Receivebles 2021 and prior 
 $12,082 Delinquent Special Assessments included in receivables  
 
Income Statement: 
$42,866 YTD cash receipts, favorable to budget by $2,586 with 7 months to go 
$37,224 Special Assessments 
$42 interest income 
$5,500 land rental income 
$833 Operating expense, favorable to budget by $3,858 with 7 months to go 
$29,139 Reserve expenses, favorable to budget by $15,900 
 
 

• A motion was made to accept the financials as presented (Ken Holmstrom/David Paris). 
 

• The projected 2021 costs and proposed budget for 2022 and were noted by Walkup.  It was also noted the PLMD 
Special Assessment was $188 in 2021, with a proposal of increasing to $205 in 2022.  This is still a decrease 
from $279 paid in years prior to 2021. Amortization for the PLMD 105 was also presented.  It was noted the 
proposed budget would not be voted upon at this meeting but will be presented and voted upon at the Annual 
Meeting in September.   

 
• It was noted that the board hired an attorney to review the Ice Age Trail Association Easement document, which 

impacted our budget and planning for 2022.  The purchase of the easement property by IATA will bring roughly 
$60K revenue. 

 
9:30 a.m.  Old Business 
 
Update on Legal Actions; 18AP59 Clean Wisconsin vs DNR.   
 



• Per Rowe, arguments were presented in the Supreme Court on April 12 where it was argued that DNR should 
hold responsibility/oversight of cumulative effects.  One of the judges has recused himself. If DNR has 
responsibility to putting an animal unit limit on CAFOs, it would seriously impact Richfield Dairy to our benefit.  

 
Update on DNR’s Central Sands Lake Study and Lake Management Plan:   

• Loppnow suggested the membership reference the newsletter for more information. Public hearings were held 
and presented to legislature this past week.  Biggest outcome: DNR has recommended a regional collaborative 
management of the Central Sands.  The outcome of the study noted pumping of groundwater impacts lakes and 
streams.  Pleasant Lake was noted as merely being on the edge of being at risk (caution point), whereas the 
other 2 lakes (Long and Plainfield) were noted as being on the impacted point.  These 2 lakes are very shallow 
compared to Pleasant Lake.  All 3 lakes are at the top of the continental divide and thus are more impacted than 
those at a lower elevation in the Central Sands area (Silver Lake). 

• It was noted CSWAC (Central Sands Water Action Coalition) is a group of volunteers with interest in protecting 
Central Sands waters.  If a Water District were formed, it would be geography defined, but there is question of 
how it would be managed.  It would require cooperation of stakeholders from residential, commercial, ag groups, 
etc. for it to function.   

• Loppnow also reported on the Lake Mgmt. Plan and the pause while waiting for the Central Sands Lake Study to 
complete to gather data to be used in the Lake Mgmt. Plan. The board seeks volunteers to be part of the Lake 
Mgmt. Plan starting this summer with hopes of completing the updates by year end. Volunteers are 
requested/invited.  
 

 
10:00 a.m. New Business 
  

 Update on Water Level Work Group Actions--Ordinance Changes Regarding Water Uptake While Traveling at 
Wake Producing Speeds, Launch Signs 

o Sitkiewicz noted the major change made was the prevention of uploading lake water into bladders and 
o New: Recommended etiquette non-motorized crafts stay out of boat traffic between 11-3 pm, to have 

spotters, and have a Dive Rescue flag. 
o It was noted the law was changed 2 years ago to no longer require a spotter, but to use a rear view 

mirror.  Unfortunately, smaller lakes are under this new state ordinance, but because not  
o The Town will be enforcing when present.  Marty Weasner (920-787-3321) Town of Coloma deputy, will 

manage Pleasant Lake boat patrol in 2021.   
o Steve Halvorsen offered to help with putting up the new signs, when the final versions are completed.  
o Rowe noted the county will be performing a study of the Pleasant Lake lakeshore with drones and 

showed the audience a copy of the study performed in 2011.  It was noted this was not voted upon by the 
PLMD to perform but is being done by the county as a separate action.   

o One member (Pam Miley) asked about wake boating and was informed that adding sandbags or 
additional people does not apply to the ordinance which speaks solely to uploading water into bladders.  

 Results of Well Water Quality Testing and Next Section of Lake Testing  
o Jean MacCubbin noted bottles are still available at the meeting and would be available at the North Shore 

pavilion from 1-3 p.m. and provided her own data from her property since 2003.  She noted the highest n 
nitrate level was at 11.7 mg/L. several years ago. 

o It was reported that Waushara county performed water testing, reporting various levels of nitrates. Of the 
wells tested (74 samples), 49% were in the 0-4% range, 23% were in 5-9, 13% were between 10-19 and 
7% were between 20-29% and 8% were over 30. Hotspots appeared west and SW of Coloma 
approximately in the area of Adams county.  Palazollo will contact the county to understand their testing 
method since he also tests formally every 3 months.  

 Update on PLMD 105, Ice Age Trail Alliance, Prairie Restoration [POSSIBLE ACTION ITEM] 
o We have contracted with IATA to use 48 of the 105 acres purchased.  They will pay us $60,300 in July + 

land rental fees for a total of $73,550 will be used to pay off our PLMD Loan.  This will reduce the 
payment duration by a few years.  This was also documented in the Amortization Schedule. 

o These acres are planned to be turned into a prairie after this year’s soybeans are harvested in the fall.  
PLMD cost $4,800 for seed. Waushara is giving us $9,600 and US Fish and Wildlife $4,800.  We can 
defray this cost by volunteering to help plant seeds and mow as the prairie is developing.     

o In 2022, the remaining 57 acres will also be turned into prairie.  
 
 
It was noted planting of seeds be done will be done in the fall, possibly September.  
 
Committee Reports 

o Fish Mgmt., Lake Mgmt. Plan and Clean Boats Clean Waters.  People will be asked to volunteer. 



Town and County Reports 
o Palazollo noted the Township has purchased a used fire truck.  He also spoke to how an ordinance is 

formed, based upon outcomes of PLMD membership votes, after which a member of the board will bring 
forth a proposal. 

o The next Township Board meeting is Tuesday, June 1st at 7 p.m. 
Lake Groups and Associations; CSWAC 

o Marquette Lake Group has met, but Waushara Lake group has not met during the period of COVID. 
o CSWAC is working to gather support from all lakes to contact legislators to accept the report.   

 
Period of Public Comment [2 mins/person; max.10 minutes] 

o MacCubbin inquired about volunteers for future board members.  Following review after the meeting, it 
was determined Loppnow’s term will end as of September 2021. An election must be performed to fill her 
Board position. 

o Larry Duneske was asked about Reserve Funds, the largest of which is Legal Special.  Loppnow noted 
this fund was specially earmarked the majority having been given by an anonymous donor for the 
protection of lake waters.   Mark Moss asked how this was formally documented to be earmarked.  Rowe 
confirmed there is a document that was provided to document the purpose of these funds.  

 
11:00 a.m. ADJOURN 
 
A motion as made to adjourn (Karen Bodouski/Linda Duneske).  The meeting adjourned at 10:09. 
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