
 
 
PLMD Membership: 
 
The PLMD Board has received several member inquiries and concerns regarding higher water levels and 
wave action (both natural and boat caused) on Pleasant Lake doing significant damage to shorelines, 
boathouses, home/foundations, and other equipment.  Additionally, concern is being expressed about off-lake 
boaters coming to Pleasant Lake because other lakes have reportedly begun to apply no-wake restrictions.  
 
Last summer at members’ request, the Board held a July 27, 2019 meeting to receive testimony and then 
vote on whether Pleasant Lake should have a temporary no-wake restriction through the end of 2019.  The 
vote was overwhelmingly cast in opposition to the No-wake restriction, 144 (77%) to 42 (23%).  
 
Several members have asked again that urgent action be taken to place a temporary enforceable slow no-
wake restriction on boating practices because of the even higher water levels this year.  Therefore, we are 
scheduling a Special Meeting for Saturday, June 27, 2020 to provide an opportunity for members to 
again vote on whether a temporary slow no-wake restriction should be placed on Pleasant Lake while 
water levels remain high.  A “yes” vote must then go to the Town of Coloma Board for approval for the 
existing 11:00 am-3:00 pm wake regulation to change.  The Town of Coloma Ordinances cover the boating 
regulations on Pleasant Lake.  
 
The following language will be presented for yes/no vote: Shall the PLMD Board request that the Town of 
Coloma Board place a temporary enforceable slow no-wake restriction on Pleasant Lake boating 
practices due to the unusually high water levels, until such time as the water level recedes to not 
more than 0.5 feet above the OHWM of 982.5? This restriction will expire on December 31, 2020.  The 
slow no-wake status of Pleasant Lake will be reconsidered at the anticipated PLMD Special Meeting 
on Saturday, May 29, 2021 of Memorial Day weekend 2021.   
 
The results of the PLMD membership vote will be communicated to the Coloma Town Board which would 
then schedule a Special Meeting to act on the request if the PLMD membership majority vote is “yes” for the 
slow no-wake restriction.  All of this would be done prior to the July 4 weekend, during which the slow no-
wake restriction would be in place.   
 
The PLMD membership vote determining if a temporary slow no-wake restriction should be placed on 
Pleasant Lake will be held outdoors, at the North Shore Swim Beach Pavilion, on June 27 over the 
course of 3 hours (8-11 a.m.) for protection of PLMD’s member safety in light of COVID-19 distancing and 
group size limit guidelines.  Testimony will not be presented—there is little we can add beyond simple 
observation about the issues.  Voting will follow normal voter check-in procedures and vote counts will be 
checked and verified as usual.  As a reminder, all voting must be performed in-person as the PLMD is 
chartered and charged by Chapter 33 of Wisconsin state statute which requires voters be in-
person.   See:  https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/33/IV/21.   
 
The following data is offered as background for your consideration: 

• The Ordinary High Water Mark (OHWM) was estimated by Waushara County Land and Water 
Conservation staff surveyors to be 982.5 (the average of 3 readings around the lake on July 22, 
2019). 

• When the no-wake vote was taken on July 27, 2019, the lake level was at 982.75 (.25’ above OHWM) 
• Current water level (June 9, 2020) is at 983.37 (about .9’ above OHWM) 

 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/33/IV/21


Members around the lake have been taking various actions to mitigate and prevent shoreline erosion and 
asset damage.  For your reference, here are a few shoreline preservation mitigation resources that may be 
helpful: 
 
1. Rip-Rap: Shorelines can be armored with rip-rap, an effective and DNR-approved practice.  Find 
information here to learn how to install correctly via the sample drawing links at the bottom of the 
page: https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/waterways/shoreline/lake_erosion.html   
 
Please contact Pleasantlakesecretary@gmail.com if interested in a contractor referral for this work.  
 
2. Sandbags: DNR-approved, washed sandbags are available for purchase through Kelley Sand and Gravel 
in Wautoma. Filled bags are $4.00/bag. The filled bags contain sand that has been washed and DNR 
approved.  IF homeowners fill their own bags, they should only use Pleasant Lake sand.  Homeowners 
should not bring in sand from distant localities or from stores selling un-washed sand.  Kelley Sand & Gravel 
delivers to Pleasant Lake for $75.00.  

https://www.facebook.com/Kelley-Sand-Gravel-380207502046383/ 
 
Nolan Kelley 
N2838 17th Dr 
Wautoma, WI 54982.   
920-787-2230 
  
Boat Ramp Access: 
Lastly, in response to membership inquiries to close the boat ramp to non-Pleasant Lake members, note that 
the PLMD is not able to take this action as it is a designated public access point, governed by the state.    
  
 
Thank you, 
 
PLMD Board 
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