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EF-1 Tornado at Pleasant Lake 
 
On Sunday, August 8th, 2021 just before 4 p.m., an EF-1 tornado began at Pleasant Lake, starting on the south shore and 
moving north.  Estimated wind speeds reached between 90 to 95 mph with a length of 2.91 miles.  Multiple properties were 
damaged, some with trees falling on homes.  Uprooted or snapped trees dotted many of the residences around the lake.  
Some residents have used Nextdoor to communicate with neighbors and to share resources, including contractor referrals.  If 
you do not have access to Nextdoor, but would like to, please contact Emily Hein at Pleasantlakesecretary@gmail.com to get 
started. 
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PLMD Annual Meeting: Saturday, September 4th at the Anna Follett Center 
 
Please join us at the next PLMD Annual Meeting on Saturday, September 4th at 9 a.m.  For those planning to attend this 
meeting, please follow these guidelines: 
 

• Regardless of whether you have been vaccinated for COVID-19, everyone is encouraged to wear a mask in 
the Anna Follett Center.  If you do not bring a mask, the PLMD Board will provide you with one. 

• Socially distance your seating with people who are not members of your family.  We will also attempt to space out 
seating.  

 
Please see the last page of this newsletter for the Annual Meeting agenda.  We look forward to seeing you. 

 
PLMD Board Nominations 
 
The Board seat currently held by Andrea Loppnow is ending as of September 4th, 2021. Loppnow has agreed to be 
nominated for another 3-year term.  To date, the PLMD Board has not received any additional nominations.  If you 
or someone you know would like to be nominate for the Board please contact Pleasantlakesecretary@gmail.com.  
Each nominee will be asked to provide a brief description of their background and interest in joining the Board at the 
Annual meeting on September 4th.  Loppnow’s bio is below as reference.  

 
Andrea and her husband, Keith, have owned a cottage on the south bay since 2014.  They have two sons and reside in 
Columbus, Wisconsin.  Andrea has always been a “lake girl” taking her first boat ride at 3 weeks old, spending every 
summer on lakes in Sheboygan County.  She currently works in engineering management at an agricultural equipment 
manufacturer in southern Wisconsin.   Prior to being on the PLMD Board, Andrea spoke to the joint legislative 
committee, sharing her desire for lake owners, state government, the DNR, and local businesses/farmers to find a 
shared path forward to protect the water resources for all state residents.  She believes in utilizing data from the last 
50+ years of hydrological studies (including the Central Sands Lake Study) to allow effective water management 
permitting/practices in combination with modern engineering tools to assure future generations will have a chance to 
enjoy Wisconsin’s lakes as she has.  Andrea desires the opportunity to continue work on the PLMD Board to further 
serve the Pleasant Lake community at this pivotal time.  

 
 
PLMD 105 and Ice Age Trail Update 
 
The PLMD has completed an easement agreement with the Ice Age Trail Alliance (IATA) that will make 48 acres of the 
PLMD 105 a designated Ice Age Trail.  As earlier reported, the Sitkiewicz family has graciously helped us out by 
granting access to the PLMD’s 105 acres through an easement on the south east end of their property. The final 
easement purchase price from the IATA is 60,110.00.  These funds plus banked rents will be used to reduce PLMD’s 
loan principle on the property by approximately $73,000.00. 
 
North of the 48 acres are 57 acres that remain under the management of PLMD. US Fish & Wildlife and Waushara 
County have both expressed an interest in turning these 57 acres into prairie that will support Karner Blue Butterflies, 
native prairie plants, and other wildlife. The Board voted to turn all 105 acres into a prairie. Both US Fish & Wildlife and 
Waushara have provided PLMD financial support for prairie restoration: Over two years, US Fish & Wildlife will provide 
$9,100.00 at last estimate and Waushara County will provide $19,200 for native prairie seed.  US Fish & Wildlife will 
also provide the planting and maintenance of the prairie for two years. All 105 acres have been rented for the 2021 
growing season.  Restoration into a prairie is to follow fall 2021.    
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Wisconsin Waters Supreme Court Decision  
 
In October 2016, PLMD (the Frozene well) and Clean Wisconsin (7 wells) challenged the DNR’s decision to issue 
permits for eight proposed high-capacity wells, despite the DNR knowing that those wells would harm rivers, lakes, and 
streams.  PLMD and Clean Wisconsin argued that approving these wells violated Wisconsin’s Public Trust Doctrine. 
The Dane County Circuit Court agreed and invalidated all but one of the well permits. The permit not invalidated was 
sent back to DNR for further review. DNR appealed the Circuit Court decision.  In January 2019, the Court of Appeals 
declined to rule on the case and passed it up to the Wisconsin Supreme Court.  As you may have heard earlier in July, 
the Wisconsin Supreme Court ruled in favor of Clean Wisconsin and Pleasant Lake and the protection of Wisconsin 
waters.  See links below for more information on this impactful decision to protect Wisconsin waters. 
 

https://www.cleanwisconsin.org/supreme-court-sides-with-clean-wisconsin-in-two-critical-environmental-cases/  
 

https://www.wpr.org/wisconsin-supreme-court-affirms-dnr-authority-restrict-deny-farm-permits-protect-water 
 

 

Lake Levels, Shorelines, and Boating  
 
With heavy rainfall and severe storms, lake water continues to rise. Please remember to practice courteous boating, 
being mindful of wakes and resulting wave motion.  Keep a generous distance from piers, floats and shorelines to help 
reduce wave action and soil erosion.  If you would like to “view” the lake level from afar, you can do so by logging on 
the USGS Surface Water web site.  Our monitoring well is USGS 435857089325301 PLEASANT LAKE NEAR 
WESTFIELD, WI. 
 
USGS Site: 
https://waterdata.usgs.gov/wi/nwis/dv?cb_00065=on&cb_62615=on&format=gif_stats&site_no=435857089325301&ref
erred_module=sw&period=&begin_date=2020-01-01&end_date=2021-04-18 

 

Lake Management Plan Update + Central Sands Lake Study 
 
It’s time to update the 2015 PLMD Lake Management Plan.  Typically, the plan is to be updated every 5 years; 
however, PLMD was granted an extension to delay the update until after the Legislative-mandated Central Sands Lake 
Study (CSLS) concluded in 2021.  In late spring, the results were made available including open meetings with the 
DNR on its findings.  The Lake Management Plan Committee will re-start their review meetings in fall with the intent on 
having a draft for review & comment at the Memorial Day Special Meeting.   
 
If you are interested in being a member of the Plan committee, please reach out to Andrea Loppnow, 
aloppnow@sbcglobal.net.  Being on this committee gives you an in-depth view of Pleasant Lake’s water quality, 
shoreline status, fish & plant biota, and membership use data!   

 
Have You Seen Me? Zebra Mussels on Pleasant Lake  
 

The zebra mussel (Dreissena polymorpha) is a tiny (1/8-inch to 2-inch) 
bottom-dwelling clam native to Europe and Asia.  Zebra mussels were 
introduced into the Great Lakes in 1985 or 1986, and have spread to 
inland lakes.  Zebra mussels travel from lake to lake as larva in water; 
water that moves from lake to lake in boats and bait buckets.  Despite 
years of keeping them at bay, the DNR confirmed last fall Zebra mussels 
are now present at Pleasant Lake.  Zebra mussels eat green algae, but 
not blue-green algae.  Zebra mussels compete with native mollusks.  
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Invasives/fact/Zebra.html   
 
Eurasian Milfoil has again been spotted in many sections of Pleasant 
Lake. As in previous years, the PLMD Board has requested a total lake 

assessment be completed by Onterra, (https://onterra-eco.com/).  We have successfully partnered with Onterra before 
to manage Eurasian Milfoil.  The Onterra team will perform a lake assessment and create a map of where the milfoil 

https://protect-de.mimecast.com/s/OHuACk2YW2flVzXnS22dRo?domain=cleanwisconsin.org/
https://protect-de.mimecast.com/s/6uHtClRZWRHGJNPoc9bo2_?domain=wpr.org
https://waterdata.usgs.gov/wi/nwis/dv?cb_00065=on&cb_62615=on&format=gif_stats&site_no=435857089325301&referred_module=sw&period=&begin_date=2020-01-01&end_date=2021-04-18
https://waterdata.usgs.gov/wi/nwis/dv?cb_00065=on&cb_62615=on&format=gif_stats&site_no=435857089325301&referred_module=sw&period=&begin_date=2020-01-01&end_date=2021-04-18
mailto:aloppnow@sbcglobal.net
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Invasives/fact/Zebra.html
https://onterra-eco.com/
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exists.  Following assessment, we will work out a management plan to begin in spring 2022.  Visit this website for more 
information: https://www.lakescientist.com/zebra-mussels-spread-through-wisconsin-lakes/  

 
Are you interested in helping with the Milfoil hand-pulling 
process?  Or, would you like to assist with proactively identifying 
invasive species tagging along on boats entering Pleasant Lake 
and educate boaters to remove them through the Clean Boats 
Clean Waters program?  We are desperate for volunteers to 
spend a few hours on  
either one or a few Saturdays/Sundays to regain better control on 
what enters Pleasant Lake.  Contact 
Pleasantlakesecretary@gmail.com with questions or interest.   
Help bring the positive change! 
 
 
 
 

 
Eurasian Watermilfoil  
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Invasives/fact/EurasianWatermilfoil.html  
 
  

 
Let’s Improve our Newsletter Footprint and Reduce Waste! 
 

The PLMD Board strives to reduce the 
number of paper-based newsletters it must 
generate several times a year and encourages 
all members to go the route of an emailed 
version instead.  Please consider this 
reduction in paper and costly postage.  Even 
better, PLMD members who receive the 
newsletter via email also receive it several 
days faster and can access links to online 
articles more directly.   
 
If you are willing to move away from paper 
and receive the newsletter strictly via email, 
please contact  
Pleasantlakesecretary@gmail.com.  Thank 
you! 

 
 
 
 

https://www.lakescientist.com/zebra-mussels-spread-through-wisconsin-lakes/
mailto:Pleasantlakesecretary@gmail.com
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Invasives/fact/EurasianWatermilfoil.html
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The following was submitted by Carol Rich, daughter of Robert Schirmer, who passed in December 2020. 

 

PLEASANT MEMORIES 
Robert Schirmer 8/8/1998 

 

My family, parents Elmer and Gert Schirmer and brother, Elmer Jr and I started coming to Pleasant Lake in 1933 
when I was seven years old.  We rented the ‘Chin Chin’ cottage (now N264) on the north bay of Pleasant Lake and 
for several years, in order to split the $15 per week rent, shared it with the Gusloff family, Harry and Esther and 
sons Richard and John. 
 

My folks heard about Pleasant Lake from their minister.  In the ‘30s, 8 - 10 Lutheran ministers and their families 
from Northern Illinois would rent cottages at Pleasant for their annual vacations.  On Sunday mornings the group 
would hold church services, complete with an organ, outside on a concrete slab not far from the store.  
 

The cottage was simple then with an ice box and an out house.  Water was available at Templeton’s pump across 
the road.  It was the boys’ job to pump and carry the water.  As the oldest boy I had to carry more than my 
share.  My parents bought the cottage in 1940 and the first improvements they made were inside water and 
plumbing.  
 
Our side of the lake was known as the Pleasant Lake Resort.  Many of the cottages were rented out.  The Ploetz 

family handled the rentals for 
many of the cottage owners 
and ran the general story on 
the north side of the lake where 
the boat ramp is located.  They 
cut ice in winter and stored it 
for use in the ice boxes in 
summer.   
 
Mr. and Mrs. Ploetz had 24 
children.  (Not all survived 
infancy.)  On Sundays we 
looked forward to a baseball 
game on a sand field about ¼ 
mile up the hill behind the 
store.  Frequently one entire 
team was made up of Ploetzes. 
 
Our group always swam at the 
public beach at the end of the 
road by Templeton's where a 

pier and diving board were located.  The dandy bottom was well packed by lots of feet.  The water was so clear 
that I could throw a 1” diameter stone out from the diving board 10 to 12 feet into 5 feet of water and see it before 
diving in to get it.   
 
The point and the sand dunes behind it were considered public property and was the site of picnics and 
bonfires.  The bay side of the point was a sheer drop off to 15 or 20 feet of water.  A fisherman could stand on dry 
land with the end of his pole over deep water.  In the late ‘50s to mid ‘60s it became a gathering place for skiers.  It 
was convenient because you could put your skis on land, take two steps and be in water deep enough to start and 
you didn't have to worry about running the motor aground.  At that time almost all the skiers started from and 
dropped off at the point with as many as 8 boats.  It sounds hairy but everyone followed an orderly pattern, and an 
outgoing boat wouldn’t start until an incoming one dropped off the skier and brought in the tow line.  
 
Does your family have historical photos or a story to share about Pleasant Lake from long ago?  Please send them 
to Pleasantlakesecretary@gmail.com to be considered for a future newsletter. 
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Pleasant Lake Management District (PLMD) 
Agenda – Annual Meeting 

Saturday, September 4, 2021 at 9 A.M. 
Anna Follett Community Center—Coloma, WI 
Note: 8:30 – 9 A.M. Check-in to Obtain Ballots 

 

 
Business Meeting 
 

Welcome, Review Agenda, Introductions and Announcements; Welcome New Residents, Review Voting 

Procedures 

 

Secretary’s Report—[Action Item] 

 Approval of Minutes of September 6, 2020 Annual Meeting 

Treasurer’s Report—[Action Item] 

 Year-to-Date Reserve and Checking Account Balances 

 Year-to-Date Revenue and Expenses 

 

New Business 

 Tornado—Path and clean up, Public Thank You to Town and County 

 Invasive Species—Eurasian Water Milfoil survey & removal update, Zebra mussel update 

Open Nominations for One Director position for 3-year term (Ballot Vote) 

 Presentation and Discussion—Annual Budget 2022 (Ballot Vote) 

 

CALL FOR BALLOTS (and two volunteers to assist in counting) 

Old Business 

 Committee Reports—Fish Management & Clean Boats Clean Waters 

Update on Legal Challenges—18AP59 Clean Wisconsin & PLMD vs DNR and Richfield Dairy 

 Update on Land Stewardship—PLMD 105; Ice-Age Trail Easement, Prairie Restoration 

Lake Management Plan—Legislative/DNR Central Sands study update to plan  

 Well Water Testing Results--May 2021 

  

ANNOUNCE BALLOT RESULTS 
 

Period of Public Comment [2 minutes each/max. 10 minutes] 
 
Adjorn 
 Board Organizational Meeting Immediately Follows Annual Meeting 
 

Pleasant Lake Management District P O Box 230 Coloma WI 54930 

Contact: pleasantlakesecretary@gmail.com 

Webpage: www.mypleasantlake.org  

Like us on Facebook  Pleasant Lake Management District 

 

about:blank
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PLMD Board of Commissioners 2020-2021 

Andrea Loppnow, Chair 

Francie Rowe, Vice-Chair, Grant Coordinator & Aquatic Plant Mgmt. 

Linda Walkup, Treasurer 

Emily Hein, Secretary & Web Master, Newsletter 

Fran Sitkiewicz, Board Member at Large 

Bud Palazzolo, Town of Coloma Representative 

Randy Loehrke, Waushara County Representative 

 

Web page:  http://www.mypleasantlake.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/mypleasantlake 

email: Pleasantlakesecretary@gmail.com  

 

 

Email:  directors@mypleasantlake.org  

 

 

 

 

Pleasant Lake Management District     

P.O. Box 230 

Coloma, Wisconsin 54930 

PLMD Annual Meeting – Saturday, September 4th, 2021 
PLMD Special Meeting – Saturday, May 28th, 2022 

http://www.mypleasantlake.org/
http://www.facebook.com/mypleasantlake
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