
1 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
March 2022 
 
 
 

North Shore Beach Dedication  
 
On Saturday, November 27th, 2021, members of the Town of Coloma dedicated the Pleasant Lake North Shore Beach 
Pavilion to Frank and Darlene Johnson, former owners of the property where the North Shore Beach now stands. The 
Johnsons sold their land and home to the Town of Coloma to make room for a new public beach, which opened in 2011.  The 
plaque will be displayed in the kiosk near the pavilion by Memorial Day weekend. 
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Richfield Dairy Update  
 
The Richfield Dairy has requested a renewal of their 2017 Wisconsin Pollutant Discharge Elimination (WPDES) permit Their 
current permit expired on February 28, 2022. This is of GREAT concern to Pleasant Lake area residents as the manure 
generated by the Richfield Dairy has the potential to pollute both our lake and our drinking water.  On January 13th, John 
Jansen, hydrogeologist of Collier Consulting, presented at the Anna Follet Center in Coloma, as well as via Webex, his work 
studying just what we can expect if Richfield Dairy is ever built.  The presentation was open to all PLMD members and others 
living in the surrounding areas.  Although the Dairy has not yet been built, and is therefore not operational, the concern is the 
WPDES permit renewal request indicates intention to begin operations.  
 
All present, as well as those not present but living in the area, were asked to support Pleasant Lake and its surrounding wells 
by requesting the DNR require a groundwater monitoring well network be installed by Richfield Dairy, as part of the renewed 
Richfield WPDES permit.  
   
The PLMD Board has crafted a detailed letter to the DNR stating the case for the WPDES permit to include the following: 
 

1. An animal unit cap of 3,500 animals. 
2. Signed, written contracts from property owners identified in Richfield Dairy’s Nutrient Management Plan as 

manure spreading sites, not owned by Richfield Dairy, be required under NR s. 243.14(1) b. to ensure site 
identification and acreage availability for spreading the manure produced at Richfield Dairy.  

3. A groundwater monitoring network be required to capture the impact of Richfield Dairy’s manure spreading on 
the western Waushara County groundwater resources to protect the drinking water of the residents of the Town 
of Coloma (private wells), the Village of Coloma (municipal wells) and surface waters (Pleasant Lake, Chaffee 
Creek, Mecan Fishery, etc.). 

4. No nitrate Alternate Concentration Limit be given to Richfield Dairy now or in the future.   
 
The letter, written by Francie Rowe, uses hydrologic maps and well testing data compiled by Collier Consulting and UW-
Stevens Point to provide supporting evidence for PLMD’s claims.  Pleasant Lake and our drinking water wells are directly in 
the path of the projected nitrate plume.  The letter will be shared with the membership via email as well as posted online, 
where feasible.  The installation of a nitrate monitoring well network is critical to protecting the fragile Central Sands region’s 
water.  DNR’s response is expected sometime this spring. 
 
Both the Town of Coloma and the Village of Coloma have sent their own letters to DNR requesting the DNR require Richfield 
Dairy’s WPDES permit to include nitrate monitoring wells.  Given a backlog of permits for the DNR to process, we still have 
time to send in more letters.  If you have not yet sent DNR a letter, please do so!  Let DNR know you care about your 
water, both the water you drink and the water you swim in, that you want your water to be clean and safe for you, your 
children, grandchildren, etc.  DNR is charged with protecting the water resources of Wisconsin, it is both their duty and 
responsibility to do so.  A letter template was shared by the PLMD board earlier this year.  Please contact 
Pleasantlakesecretary@gmail.com if you cannot locate or need assistance. Letters and/or emails can be sent to: 
 

Chris Clayton 
Agricultural Runoff Section Chief 
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 
GEF2 DNR Central Office 
PO Box 7921 
Madison, WI 53707-7921 
christopherr.clayton@wisconsin.gov    

 
 
The more individuals who write and request DNR does the right thing, the more likely they will! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Pleasantlakesecretary@gmail.com
mailto:christopherr.clayton@wisconsin.gov
Francie Rowe
Emily I will leave the letter location info for you to fill in.
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Eurasian Watermilfoil Work Group Update  
 
Eight PLMD members (see list below) joined their efforts to 
create a Eurasian Watermilfoil Work Group last fall.  The Work 
Group is charged with developing a treatment plan to address the 
increased Eurasian Watermilfoil (EWM) in Pleasant Lake.  The 
Work Group has joined with Onterra, LLC, environmental 
consultants (https://onterra-eco.com/) to develop a five-year 
plan.  Onterra completed an assessment and map of Pleasant 
Lake’s EWM presence and location last fall.  Their work will guide 
the development of PLMD’s plan and guide our strategies toward 
EWM management.   
 

Eurasian Water Milfoil, an aquatic invasive found in 
Pleasant Lake and many Wisconsin inland lakes. 
 
As part of PLMD’s planning for EWM management, the 
Work Group seeks your opinion.  By the end of March, 
each PLMD parcel owner will receive a postcard at the 
owner’s mailing address with survey instructions. PLMD 
members may choose to complete a Stakeholder’s 
Survey online or request a paper copy. PLMD needs at 
least 60% of the PLMD membership to respond to the 
Survey to have a fair sample size and to help with grant 
eligibility for funding the cost of EWM management.  All 
surveys must be completed within a 30-day period, at 
which time the survey will be closed. The goal is to have 
a plan in place by mid-May. Herbicide treatments are 
time-sensitive, as they must be performed in early 
spring, well in advance of EWM’s growth cycle.   
 
The survey includes 29 questions ranging from PLMD 
members’ history and use of the lake to desired EWM treatment options.  To enable everyone to be fully informed and able to 
answer the EWM treatment questions from an informed point of view, the Work Group created the following EWM 
Informational Guide.  Please review the information below prior to completing your survey:  
 
Eurasian Watermilfoil Treatment Informational Guide 
The Pleasant Lake Management District board created a working group fall 2021 to investigate options and develop a plan 
for controlling Eurasian/Hybrid Watermilfoil in Pleasant Lake. As stakeholders, you are going to be asked to participate in a 
survey to aide in developing this plan as well as updating the Pleasant Lake Management Plan. We are not trying to influence 
your survey responses toward any particular course of action, but to simply provide information for a better understanding of 
the situation and the control methods available. 
 
Eurasian Watermilfoil (EWM) is an aquatic invasive species that has been spreading across the Midwest since the mid 
1980’s. It frequently hybridizes with native Northern Watermilfoil creating Hybrid Watermilfoil (HWM). In dense colonies 
EWM/HWM can create thick mats at the water surface, blocking sunlight and crowding out native plants. Additionally, it 
creates a nuisance to recreational lake users. Although it can provide habitat for small fish, overall, it has a negative effect on 
biodiversity. Once established in a waterbody it is very unlikely that EWM/HWM can be eradicated. Watermilfoil spreads by 
seed and by plant fragments taking root in new areas. More information about Watermilfoil is available online, several 
website links are listed at the end of this survey introduction.  
 
EWM/HWM was first reported in Pleasant Lake in 2007. Efforts to control it using herbicides were made several times thru 
2012 with varying success. Annual plant growth varies from season to season and has reached levels that are becoming an 
impediment to the enjoyment of the lake for many users.  As of September 2021, approximately 11 of Pleasant Lake’s 120 
acres were dominated by EWM/HWM. It is primarily located in front of Turtle Bay extending north along the western shoreline 
to the northwest corner, and from the public beach southwest to the sand bar. Successfully controlling this invasive plant will 
require ongoing monitoring and annual control efforts. Eradication of EWM/HWM is an unrealistic expectation. A combination 
of the available control methods generally provides the best results, matching the technique used to the level of growth in any 
given year. Methods of control are as follows: 
 

https://onterra-eco.com/


4 
 

Mechanical harvesting – Harvested by a machine, similar to cutting hay. The plants are not removed or killed, just cut back 
2-3 feet below the water surface and the cuttings are removed from the lake. Cutting must be done 1-2 times per summer 
to maintain navigable waters. This does not prevent or slow spreading to other areas of the lake. 
 

Hand harvesting - Performed by snorkeling or diving and pulling the plants by hand. The plants are put in mesh bags to be 
removed from the lake. This method works best to slow the spread of EWM/HWM by removing dispersed single plants or 
small bunches. It is not feasible on large areas where EWM/HWM has become the dominant plant. 
 

Diver Assisted Suction Harvesting (DASH) - Performed by a SCUBA diver with a suction hose from a service boat. The 
diver pulls the plant by hand, removing the roots, and feeds it into the suction tube. The plant ends up in the service boat 
to be removed from the lake. This method works best to clear smaller areas of dense EWM/HWM. The speed at which a 
diver can clear an area depends on plant density, water clarity, and substrate composition. A general estimate is 1/3 of an 
acre per day. This method tends to be cost prohibitive and less effective on larger areas. 
 

Herbicide treatment - The most efficient and cost-effective method for large areas where EWM/HWM has become the 
dominant plant. This method has potential negative effects on native plants and animals. The recommended herbicide is 
ProcellaCOR, which is generally regarded as more environmentally friendly than herbicides used in the past. If used 
repetitively plants may develop herbicide resistance. A spot treatment affects a small area (approximately 3 acres or less), 
likely having effects in adjacent weed beds. Treating all of the EWM/HWM dominant areas in Pleasant Lake at once would 
be regarded as a whole lake treatment and would have effects lake wide. 

 
No Control Measures – EWM/HWM is here to stay, and eradication is very unlikely. If no control measures are taken, nature 

will find a new balance. Lake users will have to adjust to a new normal. There is no way to know how much of the lake will 
see high levels of EWM/HWM, but it will likely spread to some degree. Growth levels will vary from year to year due to 
temperature, nutrient levels in the lake, ice conditions, lake water level, and etc. 
 

Resources: 
 
Wisconsin DNR 
 https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Invasives/fact/EurasianWatermilfoil.html 

 
Minnesota DNR 
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/invasives/aquaticplants/milfoil/index.html 

 
Michigan Technological University 
https://mtri.org/eurasian_watermilfoil_impacts.html 

 
ProcellaCOR 
https://www.sepro.com/aquatics/procellacor-product 

https://dnr.wi.gov/water/wsSWIMSDocument.ashx?documentSeqNo=164039981 
 
 

Pleasant Lake Management District – Eurasian Watermilfoil Work Group: 
 

Kirk Hylland            Steve Halvorsen       Kyle Pretti Mark Kasprzak 
  Francie Rowe        Andrea Loppnow    Emily Hein   Steve Schommer 

 
 
 
Clean Boats Clean Waters 
 
Kendra Kundinger, Regional Aquatic Invasive Species Coordinator of the Golden Sands Resource Conservation and 
Development Council, will attend our May 28th PLMD Special meeting to provide a presentation on Clean Boats Clean 
Waters.  Training for Clean Boats Clean Waters will be available late spring/early summer. Please watch for further 
information.  Then, grab a neighbor or family member to be part of this important volunteer group to help reduce the spread 
of new EWM in Pleasant Lake! 
 
 
 
 

https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Invasives/fact/EurasianWatermilfoil.html
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/invasives/aquaticplants/milfoil/index.html
https://mtri.org/eurasian_watermilfoil_impacts.html
https://www.sepro.com/aquatics/procellacor-product
https://dnr.wi.gov/water/wsSWIMSDocument.ashx?documentSeqNo=164039981
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PLMD 105 and Ice Age Trail Update 
 
The Ice Age Trail project on the PLMD 105 is moving along.  In December, 48 acres were seeded to develop a prairie by the 
US Fish and Wildlife.  US Fish & Wildlife will be seeding the remaining 57 acres fall 2022.  US Fish and Wildlife will oversee 
the maintenance of the prairie for two years.  This prairie will support Karner Blue Butterflies, native prairie plants and other 
wildlife.  We eagerly await its germination in the spring!   
 

 
We expect the Ice Age Trail work to being this spring, but may not be completed until this 
fall, at which time a ribbon-cutting/grand opening will occur.  The membership will be 
invited to the ceremony.  We look forward to celebrating PLMD’s years of work on this 
project. 

 
Given future use of the land by the public and to ensure a safe walking experience, the 
PLMD board recommends posting the land as no hunting on the 48 acres upon which the 
Ice Age Trail exists. The issue will be brought to a vote during the May 28th meeting. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

US Fish and Wildlife’s Brendan Woodall planting PLMD 105 prairie 
 

 
Francie Rowe, Andrea Loppnow, Kevin Thusius (Ice Age Trail Alliance), Andy and Fran Sitkiewicz during walk-through of the PLMD 105 March 2021 

Francie Rowe
Didn’t we agree to post the entire 105 as NO Hunting?
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Seeking Accounting Skills for 
PLMD Financial Review 
 
Do you or does someone you know have 
Accounting skills to volunteer for a few 
hours?  The PLMD board must perform its 
annual financial review by an independent, 
third party and seeks the help of a PLMD 
member who can offer a few hours of time 
to review our records.  Please contact 
Pleasantlakesecretary@gmail.com to 
volunteer or to gather more information.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo courtesy of Karen Bodouski 

 
Financial Summary 
Balance Sheet as of 2/28/2022: 

$228,494 Cash, Checking and Reserve 
$250,307 PLMD105 Loan Principal balance after pending principal payment 

Revenue and Expenses as of 2/28/2022 YTD: 

Revenue  

$7,585 Tax payment received - Marquette County, (Waushara payment has not yet been received) 
$9,600 reimbursement for seed to plant PLMD 105 
$200 Coloma Lions Club Donation 
$13.23 Jan, $15.02 Feb interest 
$17,413.25 Total Revenue 2/28/2022 YTD  
 
Expenses 
 
$6,490 Legal Expense Richfield Dairy 
$500 Waushara County Grant application fee 
$199 fee for Dropbox data storage 
$29,138.52 Annual PLMD105 LT Debt Service Expenditures (P & I)  
 
Expenses appearing on statements for March 2022: 
 
$73,610 Pending principal payment to PLMD 105 loan from easement sale and rent payments 
$36,128.52 Total Reserve Expenditures & Operating Expense YTD 2/28/2022 (excluding principal payment) 
 

Pleasant Lake Management District P O Box 230 Coloma WI 54930 
Contact: pleasantlakesecretary@gmail.com 

Find updates and news on the Pleasant Lake Mgmt. Dist. Nextdoor site! 

mailto:Pleasantlakesecretary@gmail.com
about:blank
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Pleasant Lake Management District     
P.O. Box 230 
Coloma, Wisconsin 54930 

PLMD Special Meeting – Saturday, May 28th, 2022 
PLMD Annual Meeting – Saturday, September 3rd, 2022 

     

   
         

   
       

      
      

     
 

    
  

   
 
 

    
 
 
 
 

PLMD Board of Commissioners 2021-2022 

Andrea Loppnow, Chair 
Francie Rowe, Vice-Chair, Grant Coordinator & Aquatic Plant Mgmt. 
Linda Walkup, Treasurer 
Emily Hein, Secretary & Web Master, Newsletter 
Fran Sitkiewicz, Board Member at Large 
Bud Palazzolo, Town of Coloma Representative 
TBD, Waushara County Representative 
 
Web page:  http://www.mypleasantlake.org 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/mypleasantlake 
email: Pleasantlakesecretary@gmail.com  
 
 

    
 
 
 
 

http://www.mypleasantlake.org/
http://www.facebook.com/mypleasantlake
mailto:Pleasantlakesecretary@gmail.com
mailto:directors@mypleasantlake.org
http://www.mypleasantlake.org/
http://www.facebook.com/mypleasantlake
mailto:Pleasantlakesecretary@gmail.com
mailto:directors@mypleasantlake.org

